SUNDAY TASMANIAN Januan

6 | Escape.com.au

Discover Tasmania

Cast about
for a bite
of nature

Greg Clarke dives into the increasingly warm
waters off the coast of Tasmania

I'T’S rare to be rocked to sleep at work. Aguaculture and Fisheries Institute (a
But [ was trolling. The boat was gently = joint venture of UTas and the State
bobbing along. rolling outits Government), Tasmania’s waters are
mysteriously slumberous ways all the warming and fish not usually found
while. I couldn’t keep my eyelids from 40 degrees south have recently decided
closing. Yet [ was vaguely aware of the thisis a fine (and warm) place to live.

cheery banter of the crew, the warmth of ““The waters off Maria Island are
the sun and, even more vaguely. that [ warming at 3.8 times the global
was supposed to be baby-sitting a average,”’ Pecl says. The figure, she
fishing line. notes, hasn’t been derived from

A 25kg spanish mackerel was, scientific modelling but rather

however, one seriously effective alarm
clock. It struck without warning. Line
screamed from my reel. The rocketing
mackerel blasted off with a couple of Island. The analysis of some 60 years of
hundred metres of it before I was cluey data confirms the sea has warmed 2C.
enough to belatedly apply the brake. It’s doubtless a troubling figure for
The crew, bless them, didn’t spend climate-change advocates. Fish are no

incontrovertible fact: monthly since
1944, temperature, salinity and nuirient
data have been collected off Maria

too long Jaughing at my sudden less sensitive to temperature rises, but for
animation and my attempted reasons more to do with house hunting.
impersonation of a fisherman. ‘Temperature is a really major
wouldn’t have landed the rumbling determinant of where species live,” Pecl

mackerel without their coaching or

says. A change of a couple of degrees off
perhaps their good-natured jibes.

the coast might not sound like much,
**butin terms of habitat for an animal it
is the difference between Tasmanian
waters and those near the Victoria and
NSW border. It’s only a couple of

Game for fishing

That mackerel moment wasn’tin

Tassie. It remains the only time I have degrees but it’s actually areally big Pecl says, though unverified sightingsof = Mt Maria The climb and the viewsare alone
caught a fish where I could stretch my difference for the animals™”. species will also be recorded, but notas waorth the trip to Maria

arms rather than my fingers to Pecl wantsto know about speciesthat =~ prominently, on the website. Wineglass has collected as many “*best During summer the ferry from
demonstrate its size. But each year have wised up and moved to Tassie. And Moreton bay bugs (two unverified beach®* accolades as any of its Triabunna to Maria Island runs twice a
about now [ become aware that another  she isasking recreational and | sightings to date) and leatherback colleagues on remote Pacificislands. day every day. There isa service to

12 months have passed and L haven’tyet | commercial fishers. divers and other turtles are two of the more unexpected This partly comes about becauseof | Darlington in the morning (9.30am) and.
been game fishing off Tassie’s east coast.  members of the public to help identify reports logged on the Redmap site. the view from the lookout that has afternoon (4pm). A return trip costs $50

January marks the start of the game-  newresidents: She and her colleagues You don’t even have to bea fisher, been crafted into the Hazards and the foradults and reservations are essential
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Up close with the

spectacular Painted

Cliffs or Fossil Cliffs

and more. Beautiful

Maria Island

seascapes from the

Mercury Passage.

EXPLORE DARLINGTON

Step back in time to this 1800s

historic town. Visit the World Heritage nominated Probation
Station. Enjoy close encounters in the native wildlife sanctuary.

Let us help you with that special conference or function. K
Caters for 10 - 50 people with accommodation or 100-150 for a conference

fishing season off St Helens and along launched the Range Extension diver or naturalistto be involved. Those  oh-my-lord views of the curve of www.mariaislandferry.com.au
the east coast And this year the Database and Mapping Project who register on the websitetoreceivea  sand.and the various shades of blue
emotional and physical exhilarations, (Redmap) last month. Integral to the guarterly newsletter from Redmap go in the water. Go south
the hunt, chase, the landing and the | projectis an inferactive website into a draw for prizes and vouchers from Thatthere is not a building anywhere
release of a big catch are only part ofthe = (www.redmap.org.au) where anyonecan = Mures and Anaconda. adds to the length of time you spend | Fishare notthe only ones making their
reason to fish. Another is the | enter data about an animal they have For information on game fishing muttering superlatives and filling your way to 40 degrees south.
opportunity to meonlight as a naturalist. = observed that isn’t commonly found in follow the Activities link from the camera’s memory card. Neeta Oakley from the Freycinet
According to Dr Gretta Pecl. asenior = Tasmanian waters. homepage of Mt Maria is Maria Island’s tallest Experience Walk sent through some
research fellow at the Tasmanian s“If they can get aphoto, fantastic’”” | www.discovertasmania.com feature. From theisland’s peak the two | interesting notes recently.
beaches along Riedle and Shoal bays | According to Oakley, the proportion
= appear to be dressed by the designer of Queenslanders on their walk over the
: Bistro: who crafted Wineglass Bay. past four years has risen from 8 per cent
CRUISE & WALK %> DAY ESCAPE Evening Meals: Mon - Sat Onafine day theview of Riedlé Bay  in2004/2005t0 20 per centin the
and the almost co-joined Shoal Bay — | 2008/2009 season.
SATURDAYS ON MARIA ISLAND LunchesWed: Sat. . the waters are only prevented from According to Oakley this sm't
NATIONAL PARK TANDARA r g : Gh. e Musi P kissing by an isthmus as narrow as a connected to any of their advertising
Departs from Triabunna Jetty at 9.30am. eguiarLive Music catwalk model —is as fine as anything campaigns. Oakley thinks
SCENIC CRUISE MOTOR INNTriabunne ] p 62573333 found on the Freycinet Peninsula. Queenslanders are comingsouth fornot
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DAILY FERRY SERVICE TO MARIA ISLAND nuil
Day trip or overnight on this unique Island 2bounding in heritage

and beauty. 48 seat high'speed ferry.
Departs from Triabunna Jetty at 9.30am & 4.00pm.

CRUISE: EERRY SERVICE:

Adults: 590.00 Aduits: $5000°
wn:t_g:nﬁnsz_‘muu.oﬁ_

Child 6-16: $37.00
Child to16 yrs::$77.00 Child 2-5: 5§25.00

MARIA ISLAND FERRY

& ECO CRUISES
0419 74 6668

2009 AHA National Award Winner
2007 AHA Best Country Hotel

«-CAM TAPP FEB 20™
HOME-STYLE COOKING, EVENING MEALS MON-SAT
« Clean & Cosy Accommodation
- Doorstep to Maria Island Ferry Service
- Family owned and operated for 20 years
“@DI0 fun pubs sall exist”
ph {03) 6257 3115 fax (03) €257 3304

m<<>2mm> 03 6257 8428

Open Daily 9.30am - 4.30pm 7 Days
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SPARKLING BLUE: (Left) Mariaisland jetty.
(Above) Wineglass Bay. Picture: Garry Moore, Tourism Tasmania

TOP RETREAT: (Above, left) Darlington on Maria Island National Park.
(Right) Bay of Fires. Pictures: Joe Shemesh and Leigh Winburn
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f 7 only the walk and all its highlights but Churrasco (a Portuguese term for Places to
also the weather. | grilled meat) dishes are one feature of 7 Bay of Fi Rétieat
| Thatis, they're escaping from Granite. Fish, chicken, beef and lamb ires Ret
the heat. dishes are available in the style. | This secluded open-plan house features
Can’tsay I'm surprised. I'velong Another main, twice-roasted pork local stone and a sunken lounge with
regarded Queensland as far belly, bubble and squeak, Spring Bay contemporary furnishings. The main
from perfect. | scallops. apple and soft herbsalad ($30). = bedroom has a king-size bed (the other
www.freycinet.com.au amodern Australian dish, sounds just has a queen-size bed) made from
as fine. Tasmanian myrtle. Guests can walk
| New restaurant There is also a dessert menu (crema along a nearby beach (30 minutes)toa
catalana, $12) and cheese plates ($12). restaurant, Angasi. at Binalong Bay.
The owners of the Seaview at Bicheno The restaurant, open from 6pm, has 1t costs $260 a night at the retreat.
| holiday complex, Helen and Subi, great views over Bicheno to the sea. Each person who stays is charged an
opened a new restaurant and wine bar The wine bar opens from 4pm. additional $15 regardless of the length of
lastmonth. Petiscos (Portuguese small bites) are their stay (whether it be one night ora
Granite is a Portuguese-inspired - available across the bar. week). If six people stay one night they
eatery. Granite is closed Mondays will be charged an extra $90. If they stay
Tasmanian-born chef Daniel McLean  and Tuesdays. aweek they will be charged the $90 plus . v
is head chef and, since opening, he’s www.seaviewatbicheno.com.au the §260 a night fee.
been running a busy char grill. -and 6375 1247. Information: Ph 6376 1592. SPLENDID ISOLATION: The Freycinet Peninsula.
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATIO To advertise call Mercury Classifieds on 6230 0400
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onEonD s e vouse  Oyanann Oy BEACH HOUSE G g P COMAUES | g SOUTIPRT. JissuescovstoTe,
: s RER SV et b b B e T g S el $100 DOUBLE 380 SINGLE
e reasonable rates 0409 576 427 bark, Hamiton. Enjoy a roman- | ——— 5531 it 1oy Aoeean St |Inciudes fully cooked breakfast

$800pw. Ph 0409 014 748,

COLES BAY Iuxury s/c beach
house, idyllic retr2at in bush
setting. 2 min walk 1o beach.

Sleeps 4. Ph 0448 236 984

ORFORD FSC 3 bdnm holiday
heme, wic bbg, walk to beach,
pets OK. Ph 0418 722 786

ORFORD Sea Breeze Holiday
Cabins %% comfy accomm
al very reas rates. 62571375

Spring Beach Villa

beach, & 0418314972
www.springbeachyilla.com.au

1
Spring Beach
4 bdr sic holdiay house 3%+

Ph 0407 672250
. weilangla.com.au

ADVENTUREBAY
2 brm fully. fum home, short
siroll 1o beach, Bookings now
svall. Ph 0408 109822

BEACHHOUSE
\White Beach, sleeps 12, vigws.
206m to beach; $100 per night.

wihallday @ hotmail.com

BRUNY ISLAND HOLIDAYS
slc family retreat, 4-6, adven-
{ure playground, no traific, own
beach. Ph 6283 1481,

www.mickeysbay.com

tic getaway or family farm stay
Spacious decks, great fishing in
a peaceful bush setting.
Ph 6286 3332 or 0418 B63 337
www,curringatarm.com.au

SELL jt Sunday — more people
have mare time on Sunday to
read your classified advertise-
ments. Sell it Sunday —
Phone 62 300 400 and let the
Sunday Tasmanian work for

you. -

PORT ARTHUR S/C
waterfront, fireplace.
Pet friendly. Ph 62503103
www.accomrmodation
portarthur.com

Beach accom s/c Incl linem,
sieeps-6, pets ok, 62818315
WWW.greenacrascofiage.com

WATERFRONT COTTAGE

2 bdr, self cont, Port Arthur
wwow.brickpoinicottage.com.au

ENJOY workinp with words?
Try your skill with the oiant
crossword: puzzle which is
published each wesk in The
Sunday Tasmanian

Launceston. 2 and 3 star, from
$50 sgl, $70 dbl, room only.
Clese o Gorge and CBD.

COLONIAL Hotel now 4% Star
of Three Steps on George,
restaurant, 6331 6588

SELL it Sunday — mare people
fave more time on Sunday 1o
read your advertizements. Sell
it Sunday — Phone now. on
62 300 400 and |et the Sunday
Tasmanian werk for you.

Heart of Kings Meadows. Close
toL'ton Golf Club, 5 mins ta city.

GOLD COAST/
BROADWATER *#* %
Fully sic 2 and 3 Br apartments.
Clase o Theme Parks.

Ph (07) 5591 1433

www.santafeapartmenis.comiay .




